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Series of Questions Addressed to the Eminent Scholar Ata Bin Khalil Abu Al-Rashtah,
Ameer of Hizb ut Tahrir through his Facebook Page (Fighi)

Answer to Question:

The Kaffir Reverting from his Religion
To: Said Abu-unus

(Translated)

Question:

Assalamu Alaikum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuh, Sheikh, | am not familiar with Arabic,
but | have a question:

What is the ruling in the Islamic state, on those who change religion from the people of
Dhimmah, for example, a Christian who changes to Judaism or vice versa? He is not called
an apostate (Murtad), but does he have the rule of the apostate and is it not accepted from
him except Islam?

Answer:
Wa Alaikum Assalam wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuh,

Your question is clear, and Allah bless you in making the effort to write the question in
Arabic.

The answer to your question is as follows:

There has already been a previous answer issued in the matter stating that the hadith of
«sB8E 4 0% ba» “He who changes his religion (i.e. apostates), kill him.” is only
applicable to a Muslim who reverts from Islam and does not apply to a Kafir who leaves his
religion to another religion of Kufr, and for a more detailed answer, | say, and Allah is the
guardian of success:

1- According to Shariah, an apostate (Murtad) "is a person who reverts from the rellglon
of Islam". The Almighty said: ‘\Ja\ giagg agaa ”a.‘ Yl u..u i gt A G es.m B35 dagial Gl gl Y
c%?.dﬁ &l 3 A»Lg &Mw@y&)\‘}mﬁdh ‘MY MJS uﬁl&}!g m\dwuaujam u.u&lﬁ\uk- DJD\ u.\.mg.d\uk-
“O you who have believed, whoever of you should revert from his religion - Allah will
bring forth [in place of them] a people He will love and who will love Him [who are]
humble toward the believers, powerful against the disbelievers; they strive in the
cause of Allah and do not fear the blame of a critic. That is the favor of Allah; He

bestows it upon whom He wills. And Allah is all-Encompassing and Knowing.” [Al-
Ma’ida: 54]

And He (swt) says: 35 & 4l (6 alla 383 bag ) s Uil (o) aia (8 aody A8 a5l 803 Y5y
£OsUA g ab N Giaial ddly 50aY15 W b siae] ha addl 388 “And they will continue to
fight you until they turn you back from your religion if they are able. And whoever of
you reverts from his religion [to disbelief] and dies while he is a disbeliever - for those,

their deeds have become worthless in this world and the Hereafter, and those are the
companions of the Fire, they will abide therein eternally.” [Al-Bagara: 217]

Thus, the word “Murtad” (apostate) is specific to the Muslim who leaves Islam to another
religion.



2- The one who leaves his religion, being a non-Muslim, to another religion or non-
religion is referred to by the Islamic jurists as "Muntaqil” (convert). The Kuwaiti Encyclopedia
of Figh reads: (... and the relationship between the Muntagil and the Murtad is that both of
them came out of their religion; however, the Murtad came out of the religion of Truth to
falsehood; whereas the Muntagqil came out from falsehood to falsehood.)

3- The rule of the apostate (Murtad) in this sense, i.e. the one who leaves the religion of
Islam to Kufr, is to be killed after being given the opportunity to repent by the ruler. And there
are clear hadiths which talk about killing him including:

- Bukhari narrated from Ikrimah on the authority of Ibn Abbas that the Messenger of Allah
(saw) said: «bsE8ld 4 3% a2y “He who changes his religion (i.e. apostates), kill him.”

- Bukhari narrated from Abdullah saylng The Messenger of Allah (saw) sald a3 Uad ¥y
dJLm u.'.m ) dJLdU u-'b” &_\.\43\3 ML‘ Qﬂ&.ﬁ\ u).t 54;1.1 Y\ A.\S\ U] @\3 Aﬂ\ \J\ ‘\J\ N u\ ..\e.uu ?-‘MA @JA\
«d&all “It is not permissible to shed the blood of a Muslim who bears witness to La
ilahaillalla (there is none worthy of worship except Allah) and that | am the Messenger
of Allah, except in three cases: a person who has been married and then commits
adultery, a life for a life, and the one who reverts from the religion (Islam) and leaves
the Jama’ah (Muslim community).”

And the Hadith accordlng to Muslim’s narration: @\3 ‘m\ ‘zn u\ Y & A e-‘*-“ 54l a3 Uag ¥y
«Aelaall (5 aal) Ay &N u-d-ﬁb (ol g I3 Gl et 33k ) & ) “It is not permissible to
shed the blood of a Muslim who bears witness to La ilaha illalla (there is none worthy
of worship except Allah) and that | am the Messenger of Allah except in three cases: a
person who has been married and then commits adultery, a life for a life, and the one
who leaves his religion (Islam) and splits away from the Jama’ah (Muslim
community).”

4- The hadiths mentioned in item (3) do not apply to the person who converts from one
religion of kufr to another religion of kufr or to no religion. The hadith of the Prophet (saw)
said: «bsléld 4l U4 Ga» “He who changes his religion (i.e. apostates), kill him.” does not
mean to change from any religion, but it means the one who changes from the religion of
Islam and reverts to others, and this is supported by:

- The Prophet's words as in the narration of Bukhari: «A&laall 8,80 ¢ull) ¢ (3,415» “and
the one who reverts from the religion (Islam) and leaves the Jama’ah (Muslim
community).”

And his (saw) saying as in the narration of Muslim: «&stall 3 &all 4 &85, “and the
one who leaves his religion (Islam) and splits away from the Jama’ah (Muslim
community).”

And leaving the Jama’ah is leaving the Muslim community, which means that he is a
Muslim who apostates from the religion of Islam.

- Al-Tabaraani narrated in Al-Kabeer from Behz bin Hakim, from his father, from his
grandfather, he said: The Messenger of Allah (saw) said: 3§ 4 L ok y o e AL 0% Gy
«4a) 3 “Whoever changes his religion kill him, Allah does not accept the repentance
of a person who disbelieved after he became a Muslim”

Al-Haythami said about this hadith: His men are trustworthy. In this narration, the last
part of the hadith interprets the first part, that is, the one who changes his religion is the one
who disbelieved after he became a Muslim.

- Al-Tabaraani narrated in Al-Kabeer from Mu'adh ibn Jabal, that the Messenger of Allah
(saw) said to him when he sent him to Yemen: al &)s ¢de U8l «qld Gid A2 38 23LY) & ) g3 Ll



(... 488 G yald (5 “If a man turns away from Islam invite him back to Islam. If he repents,
he does, if he does not repent, decapitate him...”

Ibn Hajar mentioned in Fath al-Baari, the hadith of Mu'adh: (It was narrated in the hadith
of Mu’ adh that the Prophet (saw), when he sent him to Yemen, he said @0 him: ¢& £3) Jaj iy
«Lg.hﬁ u).«.alé Y\J &ae ulﬁ 1.4.941& e).u\l\ S u.’HJ\ b\JA\ Lub daie ‘_U*al& \J\J As Ul& FESKE) MY\ “If a man
turns away from Islam invite him back to Islam. If he returns, he does, if not decapitate
him. If a woman turns away from Islam invite her back to Islam. If she returns, she
does, if not decapitate her.” And the Sanad (chain of narration) of this hadith is classified
Hassan). It is clear from the hadith that the speech is about the Muslim who reverts from the
religion of Islam.

5- Therefore, the provisions of apostasy from Islam do not apply to the convert from a
religion of disbelief to another religion of disbelief or non - religion, and therefore, the convert
from Judaism to Christianity or to another religion of kufr will not be punished for his moving
from kufr to kufr, as well as he will not be forced to accept Islam, unless he embraces Islam
by his choice. Note that the one who converts from the people of the book: the Jews and
Christians, from his religion to non-Judaism or Christianity, such as if he converts to the Magi
or leaves his religion to non-religion, in this case Muslims are not allowed to eat his
sacrifices. And if the one who converts from the people of the Book is a woman and she
converts to another kufr religion other than the religion of the people of the Book, it is not
permissible for a Muslim man to marry her because those who Muslims are permissible to
eat their sacrifices and marry their women and are not the people of Islam are the people of
the Book: the Jews and the Christians only. As long as a person has converted from Judaism
or Christianity to other faiths of kufr, then he comes out of the circle of those who we are

2

allowed to eat their sacrifices and marry their women. Allah (swt) says: alj & &gk s Oal eﬂ\%o

u&yu.u\ M‘PS.L\Q"\AULISS‘ \y}ﬁ u.'.m u.aul.ua;d\‘g &-!L\AJAS‘ wuhm&d\ge@idaéahh‘g‘aﬁdauhﬁ\ \343‘ u.\..m
eég‘-h‘ 3338 ¥ (pabdli 3 (pivadl GhogAl “This day [all] good foods have been made lawful,

and the food of those who were given the Scripture is lawful for you and your food is
lawful for them. And [lawful in marriage are] chaste women from among the believers
and chaste women from among those who were given the Scripture before you, when
you have given them their due compensation, desiring chastity, not unlawful sexual
intercourse or taking [secret] lovers.” [Al-Ma’ida: 5]

6- The opinion that is most likely to us on the subject with regards to the convert in the
sense shown is what we have mentioned above, and there are other views of the scholars on
this issue which can be referred to in the books of Figh. But as | said earlier, what we
consider likely with regards to the convert is what we mentioned above according to the
evidence that we have shown. | hope the matter has become clear.

Your brother,

Ata Bin Khalil Abu Al-Rashtah
15" Ramadan 1440 AH
20/05/2019 CE

The link to the answer from the Ameer’s Facebook page:
https://web.facebook.com/122848424578904/posts/1064183347112069/
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